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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Grand Valley’s Johnson Center celebrates 20 years
Leaders of Grand Valley’s Johnson Center for
Philanthropy and supporters of the nonprofit
sector from across Michigan gathered to
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the center at
an event on November 8 in the DeVos Center.
The event brought together many of the
people who worked over the past two
decades to make the Johnson Center one
of the most well-respected centers of its
kind in the nation. The center works and
partners with nonprofits and grantmakers
by conducting research, teaching effective
practices, and providing pathways to service.
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers joined
Dorothy Johnson, the center’s namesake, and
many other honored guests, including Kathy
Agard, former executive director, and Joel
Orosz, former director of The Grantmaking
School, to celebrate the occasion.
Orosz and Lubbers recalled stories from the
days when the center was just a concept
that the W.K. Kellogg Foundation wanted
to develop at a university in Michigan.
Orosz explained that few universities other

than Grand Valley had any
interest in putting resources into
a philanthropy-based academic
center, and pointed out what a
significant benefit the Johnson
Center has turned into for the
community and the university.
The event also served as an
opportunity for current and
former Russell G. Mawby
Fellows to share updates on
their research projects. The
fellowship honors Mawby’s
25 years of leadership in
philanthropy as the CEO of
the Kellogg Foundation.
Photo by Jeff Dykehouse

Several university officials also
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers, left, talks with Joel Orosz, former
commented on the success of
Grantmaking School director, at an event that celebrated the 20th
the Johnson Center throughout anniversary of the Johnson Center.
the years. Provost Gayle R.
organization. “I’m proud to be part of this
Davis shared thoughts and
amazing center as we celebrate our first 20
congratulations on behalf of the university,
years,” he said. “I look forward to seeing what
and several deans attended as well.
we will be able to accomplish in the next 20.”
Johnson Center Director James Edwards said
he’s thrilled to be part of such a meaningful

Across Campus
Grand Valley
celebrates veterans
Grand Valley students, faculty and
staff members gathered November 9
to celebrate and recognize veterans
on campus.
During the event, Jon Jellema,
associate vice president for Academic
Affairs, thanked all veterans who
served in the U.S Army, Navy,
Airforce, Marines and Coast Guard.
“You served your country and for
that, we are all in your debt,” he said.
“Employers want people who have
good thinking skills, can adapt and
know how to work on a team. You
have that background and you bring
it to Grand Valley.”
Eric Cederholm, vice president of

the Student Veterans Organization and a social
work and public administration major, said it
is great to see the student veterans network on
campus grow from 300 veterans a few years ago

to more than 550 this year.
“The Student Veterans Organization is a good
place for us to connect with one another and
talk about the challenges and joys of school and
what our life was before and currently is,” said
Cederholm.
For more information about Grand Valley’s
Student Veterans Network, visit www.gvsu.
edu/veterans.

Wesorick Center names
executive director
Evelyn Clingerman joined the Wesorick Center,
housed in the Kirkhof College of Nursing, in
August to serve as executive director.
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Eric Cederholm, vice president of the Student Veterans
Organization, addresses the audience at a breakfast event.

In that role, Clingerman will help develop
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Delegation visits Spanish university

the center’s strategic plan, seek national grants and mentor faculty and
graduate student research projects. The center is named for Bonnie
Wesorick, founder of the Clinical Practice Model Research Center in
Grand Rapids.
Wesorick’s work has focused on the development of a framework to
transform health care systems; Clingerman said the transformation
happens “where the hands of those that give and receive care meet.”

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Evelyn Clingerman, left, serves as executive director of
the Wesorick Center, housed in the Kirkhof College of
Nursing. Bonnie Wesorick is at right.

“I’m so very honored
and humbled to
direct this center,”
Clingerman said.
“The framework
that Bonnie has
developed will link
the best evidence of
clinical practice to
academic programs
that will contribute
significantly to
improve health
outcomes for patients.

“The center is in an
optimum position
with KCON’s Doctor
of Nursing Practice degree program, to serve the next generation of
nursing scholars who will guide and apply the best evidence in clinical
practice settings.”
Clingerman said the center’s goal is to provide scholarly leadership,
bringing interprofessional teams together to utilize the best evidence in
practice and best technology to create sustainable changes in health care.
She earned a doctoral degree from Catholic University of America and,
prior to working at Grand Valley, served a postdoctoral fellowship at the
University of Texas, Austin, then continued as a nursing faculty member.
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A Grand Valley delegation visited the University of Deusto in Bilbao, Spain,
recently to talk with Laker students there and university officials. Mark
Schaub, chief international officer, said Deusto has been a popular site for
Grand Valley students who want an intensive Spanish program. Joining
Schaub on the trip were President Thomas J. Haas and his wife, Marcia Haas.

Olympic medalist shares stories
of empowerment, wisdom
Olympic gold medalist and Native American Billy Mills told a campus
audience that people must overcome false perceptions in order to reach
global unity, something that is “very important in a rapidly changing
world.”
Mills’ November 12 presentation was part of Grand Valley’s Native
American Heritage celebration, sponsored by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs.
Mills talked about his journey to win the gold medal in the 10,000-meter
run in 1964 Olympic Games. While a student at the University of Kansas
on a track scholarship, Mills said discrimination and false perceptions of
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Ingrid Johnson
Assistant Professor,
Movement Science
As an assistant professor in the Movement
Science Department, Ingrid Johnson said the
most difficult thing about being diagnosed and
undergoing treatment for breast cancer was not
being able to do as much physical activity as she
was accustomed to.
“My job is not behind a desk, my classroom
is a gym, a tennis court or a soccer field,” said
Johnson. “That was one of the hardest parts
about undergoing treatment, wanting to keep
going and teaching but there are times when I
just physically can’t.”
In March, Johnson was diagnosed with triplenegative breast cancer, an aggressive form,
and since then she has undergone a double
mastectomy and four rounds of chemotherapy.
“Like millions of other people out there, cancer
is not something I had ever prepared for,” said
Johnson.
Johnson said her treatment helped her realize
how difficult it is to ask for help from others.
She began to seek out a network of support
from members in the Grand Valley community
who were also dealing with the effects of cancer
in their lives.

“The Grand Rapids
community offers
a range of support
options for cancer
survivors but I didn’t
find what I was
looking for on Grand
Valley’s campus, and I
think it’s important to
have that network at
a place where people
spend a majority
of their time,” said
Johnson.

Ingrid Johnson

This inspired Johnson and other faculty
members whose lives have been affected by
cancer to create a network of support for faculty
and staff members, and students.
The group, currently called the Cancer
Warriors, will host an event in the Kirkhof
Center on January 28 to provide information
for anyone on campus looking for advice and
support.
In the future, Johnson said she would like to
see Cancer Warriors collaborate with Colleges
Against Cancer, the student organization. She
also hopes the support group grows to be a
continuous effort to personally connect with
anyone seeking support.
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What’s Ahead
Exhibitions highlight
student art
A series of art and design exhibitions by
Bachelor of Fine Arts students is underway and
continues through the end of the semester. The
exhibitions are open to the public with free
admission and will be located at the Stuart and
Barbara Padnos Art Gallery, located in Calder
Arts Center, unless otherwise noted.
Alli Maldonadao (printmaking) and Stephanie
Caroots (painting) exhibit their work
November 19-23.
Metalwork by Jessica Scimeca and illustration
by Michelle Ankley, Kathy Tran and Jessica
Hunter will be featured December 3-7.
The Padnos Gallery is open from 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
weekdays, and the GVSU Art Gallery is open
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays, with extended
hours on Thursdays to 7 p.m.
For more information contact the Department
of Art and Design at x13486, or the GVSU Art
Gallery at x12563.

Paintings explore
architecture, landscapes
A new exhibition, “Building on the Land:
Works by Lorelle Otis Thomas,” is on display at
the Red Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall.
This series of paintings reveals the artist’s
physical and virtual discovery of architecture
and landscapes across the United States.
The pieces reflect her love for architectural
design and a new-found appreciation for early
American architecture and the organic and
available materials used in their creation.

The professor of graphic design and illustration
realized she had a problem when she began this
series. Her reference photo had not adequately
captured the shape of one of the subject
buildings she intended to paint. Since it was not
possible to travel back to the original site of the
building, she used Google Maps Street View
to capture the view she sought. This added a
surprising new dimension to her work.
The exhibit will be on display until through
December 5. For more information please call
the GVSU Art Gallery at x12563.

Music concerts scheduled
The end of the semester brings many
opportunities to enjoy free musical
performances by guest artists, Music
Department faculty members and students.
Below is a sampling.
Back by popular demand, the GVSU Brass
Quintet presents a concert of holiday music.
This Arts at Noon event is Wednesday,
November 28, at noon in the Cook-DeWitt
Center.
Fall Arts Celebration 2012 wraps up with a gift
to the community, a free performance of the
holiday classic by Gian Carlo Menotti, “Amahl
and the Night Visitors,” Monday, December 3,
8 p.m. at Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain
St. NE, in Grand Rapids. Tickets are not
required.
University Carillonneur Julianne Vanden
Wyngaard will host the Cook Carillon Open
Tower on the Allendale Campus, and give a
holiday music performance on December 12
from 1:30-3 p.m. This is an opportunity to view
the carillon’s inner workings and observe a
performance on this fascinating instrument.
Free refreshments and door prizes will be
available.
She will also provide the Annual Christmas
Eve Carillon Concert on the Beckering Family
Carillon, Monday, December 24, from 9:3010:15 p.m., on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Student ensembles will also be performing
year-end concerts. All will be at 8 p.m. at the
Performing Arts Center, Louis Armstrong
Theatre, unless otherwise noted:
Nov. 28: The Symphony Orchestra, directed by
Henry Duitman.

Nov. 30: Symphonic Wind Ensemble, directed
by Barry D. Martin.
Dec. 1: Performance by GVSU Dance Ensemble
(additional performance Dec. 3 at 2 p.m.).
Dec. 4: Select Women’s Ensemble and
University Singers, conducted by Ellen Pool,
First Park Congregational Church, 10 E. Park
Place NE, Grand Rapids.
Dec. 5: University Arts Chorale and Cantate
Chamber Ensemble, conducted by Ellen Pool,
Cook-DeWitt Center.
Dec. 7: Varsity Men, conducted by Charles
Norris, Cook-DeWitt Center.
For more details and additional events, visit
www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar.

Students will host
reindeer games
Students from the Honors College will play
reindeer games in late November as part of a
class project that highlights Saami and Inuit
culture.
John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, will have students in his Honors
College course present Inuit (eastern Arctic
region of Canada) or Saami (Scandinavia)
games and teach them to others. Live reindeer
from G&G Reindeer Farm in Caledonia will be
stationed in a closed area by the Cook Carillon
Tower on the Allendale Campus.
Students from area K-12 schools, and Grand
Valley students will watch and be able to
participate in the games, which are set for
Friday, November 30, 9-11:30 a.m. near the
carillon tower.
Participants will learn and be able to practice
bone games, caribou jump, blanket toss,
lassoing, board games and more. Hot chocolate
will be provided.
Kilbourne’s course is a seminar for junior
honors students, “In Search of the Meaning of
Games in Life: A Journey to the Circumpolar
World.” His research involves Inuit culture;
last year, his sabbatical study took Kilbourne to
Norway for a semester.

Nov. 29: Concert Band, directed by Kevin Tutt.

The reindeer games are supported by the
Frederik Meijer Honors College, Padnos
International Center, Student Services, and the
President’s Office.

Star Chapter Award while attending a
conference in mid-October in San Francisco,
California.

over the years and how hard we continue to
work to accomplish national initiatives,” said
Breann Anderson, PRSSA president.

PRSSA earns
national honor

The distinction is earned by meeting at least
eight out of 10 specific chapter and professional
development goals. These goals include
initiating and implementing at least one
community service project, giving attention
to ethics at least one chapter meeting and
strengthening the relationship with their
parent chapter, among others.

Tim Penning, faculty advisor and associate
professor of communications, said winning the
Star Chapter Award is important for the group
because it is recognition at a national level of
their continuing progress as a chapter.

Grand Valley’s Public Relations Student Society
of America earned the national association’s

“The Star Chapter Award is a reminder and
symbol of how hard our chapter has worked

Pictured is one of the paintings now on exhibit at the
Red Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
his Native American heritage were difficult to
overcome.
“I always reminded myself, and still do, that it’s
the journey, not the destination, that empowers
us,” he said.

“As they have grown they have added new
ways for students to interact and grow locally,”
he said. “I think in 10 years the GVSU PRSSA
chapter has gone from just another chapter to
one that other schools admire.”
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General Events

Wed., Nov. 21

Sat., Nov. 24

Mon., Nov. 19

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

1 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Cedarville
University.

7 p.m.: Global Eyes Film Series: “Last Train
Home.” BLL 126 MAK. Call x18110 for
more information.

Sports

Tues., Nov. 20
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Children’s Enrichment Center
Fundraiser Lunch. Main Street Pub. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/child for more information.

Mon., Nov. 19
7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Kuyper College.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was interviewed by Bridge
Magazine for a story about low water levels in
the Great Lakes.
William Neal, emeritus professor of geology,
co-wrote a chapter, “Documenting Beach Loss
in Front of Seawalls in Puerto Rico: Pitfalls of
Engineering a Small Island Nation Shore,” for a
book, Pitfalls of Shoreline Stabilization: Selected
Case Studies, published by Springer Science.
Ellen Schendel, associate professor of writing,
gave a presentation, “Assessing the Effects
of Faculty/Staff Writing Retreats,” at the
International Writing Centers Association
Conference in San Diego, California. She also
facilitated a workshop at the conference,
“Building Writing Center Assessments That
Matter.”
Valerie V. Peterson, associate professor
of communications, gave a presentation,
“General Semantics and Sexuality: Intimate
Applications,” at the Alfred Korzybski
Memorial Lecture and Weekend Symposium in
New York City.
Christopher Toth, assistant professor
of writing, and Hazel McClure, library
liaison, gave a presentation, “Social Media,
Infographics, and the Role of Information
Literacy in Business Communication,” at the
77th Annual Conference for the Association of
Business Communication in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, gave the
keynote address, “Poetry as a Way of Knowing:
The Engaged Heart and Eye,” at the Michigan
College English Association annual meeting in
Grand Rapids.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of
geography and planning, gave a presentation,
“Human Vulnerability and Adaptations
to Climate Change and Hazards in Urban
Settings,” and participated in two round tables
at “Ecocities of the Future, Innovation Within
Territories” at the Université de Versailles
St-Quentin-en-Yvelines in France. She was also
appointed to the National Needs Fellowship
review panel of the USDA National Institute of
Food and Agriculture.

Xiaojuan (Xandra) Xu, professor of
psychology, co-wrote an article, “Comparison
of Neurobehavioral Effects of Methylmercury
Exposure in Older and Younger Adult
Zebrafish,” published in NeuroToxicology.
Meaghann Myers-Smith, study abroad
advisor for the Padnos International Center,
gave a presentation, “Making Something
From Nothing: Utilizing Student Volunteers
and Workers,” at the National Association of
International Educators Region V Conference
in Madison, Wisconsin.
Michael T. Walenta, general manager of
WGVU, gave a presentation, “Low-Hanging
Fruit: Harnessing Your Station’s Planned Giving
Power,” at the Public Media Development and
Marketing Conference.
Tim Eernisse, development and marketing
manager for WGVU, gave a presentation,
“Community Engagement as Essential Local
Service and How to Talk About It,” at the
Public Media Development and Marketing
Conference.
Seidman College of Business faculty members
Suzeanne Benet and Frederic Kraft gave a
presentation, “Dying to be Accepted — The
Marketing of Indoor Tanning to Young Adults,”
at the 2012 Society for Marketing Advances
Conference in Orlando, Florida.
News and Information Services earned
MarCom Awards for the following videos: 2012
Convocation, 2012 April Commencement and
Laker for a Lifetime “I’m on a Boat.”
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, conducted
a teaching workshop, “Documentary
Photographs and Films in an Introductory
Holocaust Course,” at the 12th Lessons and
Legacies Conference, sponsored by the
Holocaust Education Foundation and held at
Northwestern University.
Robert Deaner, associate professor of
psychology, wrote an article, “Distance Running
as an Ideal Domain for Demonstrating a Sex
Difference in Competitiveness,” published in
Archives of Sexual Behavior.
Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of allied
health sciences, gave a presentation, “Health

Professions Summer Camp Initiative: GVSU
and Grand Rapids Public Schools,” at the
American Public Health Association National
Conference in San Francisco, California.

Housing earns awards

Pictured, left to right, are Housing staff
members Dexter Earney, Matea Vazgec, Sarah
Joslyn and Laura McCulley.

Staff members from Housing and
Residence Life earned awards at the
Great Lakes Association of College and
University Housing Officers Conference
held at Ohio State University.
Laura McCulley, assistant living
center director, earned the Outstanding
Graduate Student Award for the state of
Michigan.
Assistant living center directors Sarah
Joslyn and Dexter Earney received
first prize in the annual Case Study
competition.
Mike Stoll, living center director,
earned a Top 10 Programming Award
for “Retired Grad Students and New
Professionals: Sharing Resources on Staff
Management.”
Matea Vazgec, living center director,
earned a Top 10 Programming Award for
“Recruitment and Retention of Women of
Color.” She will continue her GLACUHO
board membership for 2013-2014 as
the communication and marketing
committee chair.

